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Ahoy!

W

hy a naval greeting
from a retired RAF pilot?
Because, in this newsletter
we are focusing on our
seafaring connections, in
follow-on editions we will
concentrate on the other
services we support; the
RAF, Army and Cadet Forces
as well as ever increasing
connections with the ‘other’
uniformed services.

A warm welcome to the Summer 2019
newsletter from our Executive Director
The Naval & Military Bible
Society has emerged from a
period of introspection and
change, more able to support
its extant connections with an
improved service and ready
with a positive message for
new organisations. We are
now a Society that ‘gifts’
its resources and relies on
funds from donations from
individuals, organisations and
granting giving bodies.
It is our mission to do
God’s work through us
by providing Bibles and
other resources to military
and uniformed personnel,
cadets and seafarers. We
have strengthened existing
relationships and forged
new ones. Whilst we produce
original material, we do
not duplicate resources
available elsewhere. In these

instances, we join with those
organisations, adapting their
products to be more relevant
to our recipient communities.
Our relationship with
military, cadet and seafaring
chaplaincies is an essential
element of our operation,
as is our connection with
organisations such as Aggie’s,
SANDES, SASRA, AFCU, FLAME
and MMI (to name a few!).

Strong relationships with our
connections enables us to
It gives us
understand recipients’ needs,
which in-turn means
we can
discernment
produce resources tailored to
all our domains of interest.
For more information please
contact visit our website:
www.nmbs.org.uk
Every blessing,
Andy Dakin

» Message

VEN. MARTYN GOUGH
find in the NMBS, a source of
resilience and hope.

I

n the stress of the maritime
environment, the ability to
hear the words of the One
who calms the storms, and
calls us to be fishers of women
and men, is invaluable. To
have Bible resources that
understand the maritime
environment and the folk that
work upon the deep waters,
ensures that those who are
separated for months on end
from family and friends, can

A predecessor of mine, as
Chaplain of the Fleet, Thomas
Ken, wrote these words,
“Direct, control, suggest, this
day, all I design or do or say,
that all my pow’rs, with all
their might, in Thy sole glory
may unite.” Knowing that we
can turn to Bibles, that NMBS
tailor to our needs, means
that the Chaplains that I lead,
can provide counsel and hope.
At sea and ashore we as
Chaplains deeply value and
trust the resources that NMBS
provide and answer the needs

of Service people; they enable
us to be strong, to dig into the
oceans of love that surround
us and are upheld by the
Word of God. Sailors engaging
in the provided scriptures day
by day, in liturgy and in private
prayer. We greatly appreciate
and value all that NMBS do
and look forward to their
support in the future.
Yours aye,
Martyn Gough
Chaplain of the Fleet & Archdeacon
for the Royal Navy

»Testimony
RAPHAEL DUCKETT

I

n 1995 I met a Baptist, he
asked about my faith and
I told him I was a Roman
Catholic. He said, ‘If you want
to strengthen your faith all
you really need is a Bible!’
With that I took myself off
to WHSmith and bought an
NIV Bible. I opened it up and
started reading from page
one. I became completely
engrossed. I just couldn’t put
it down.

‘All you really need is a
Bible!’
I started reading the Old
and New Testament in
parallel, chapter by chapter,

first a chapter from the Old
Testament and then one from
the New Testament. By the
time I reached Isaiah and
Romans I knew it was the
truth. It had taught me who
I was, what the point to my
life was. It gave me a moral
compass. I was saved!
I attended church and joined
the Parochial Church Council
and was working as a senior
manager for the Automobile
Association. Later on, I started
training as a lay reader,
however God had other plans.
What followed was nothing
short of a miracle. I went to
Durham University St John’s
College in 2003 and trained
for full time Ministry.
In 2011 I became interested
in how the Royal Navy taught
Sailors and Marines how to be
moral leaders. Consequently,
I got involved in the Royal

» News

FROM THE MISSION FIELD

Navy Reserves and trained to
be a Chaplain.

‘My experience of
reading the Bible
has resulted in an
encounter with the
living God and a life
that is now abundant
and overflowing with
His promise’
I have been the Vicar at St
Martin’s church, Bradley
for some twelve years now
and recently felt a calling
to investigate full time RN
Chaplaincy. I am currently
taking up the post of
Supporting Chaplain at HMNB
Devonport (HMS Drake).
My experience of reading
the Bible has resulted in an
encounter with the living
God and a life that is now
abundant and overflowing
with His promises.
Rev. Raphael Duckett

BeaconLight equips Christians to know Jesus better and to make Him
known. Our partnership with NMBS enables us to share evangelistic
and discipleship resources with military and seafaring communities
worldwide.
Paul Adams - BeaconLight Director

»NMBS Prayer Points

SOUTH SUDAN

M

y two-week mission to
South Sudan in February
included teaching on emotional
healing, forgiveness and prayer
ministry. The South Sudanese
Peoples’ Defence Force
chaplains were really engaged
and the teaching was so well
received in a country that has
known conflict and struggle
for so long. In particular the
forgiveness teaching prompted
a massive response and we saw
deep and long-standing wounds
healed.
I distributed Bibles and New
Testaments on behalf of the
Society to chaplains, equipping
them in their ministry to seek
peace and reconciliation for the
nation. This was made possible
through the committed giving
of our supporters, for whom we
are so grateful. We continue to

KENYA & ZAMBIA

pray for them that they will see
the harvest of their Christian
efforts that they have sewn
through Naval & Military Bible
Society.
Equipping, teaching and
ministering by sharing God’s
Word is exactly what the Society
was formed to do in 1779. It is
by the grace of God that we are
able to do this important work
and bring transformation to the
lives of real people who need
Jesus in their lives.

nitial consignments of Bibles
and booklets have been sent
to ministries connected with
military forces in both Kenya
and Zambia. In Kenya, they are
keen to use Christian resources
to help combat PTSD and the
increased suicide rate. Support
in Zambia has been given to
their Special Forces. Additional
funds are being sought to
support more activity in Africa.

The Society is thankful to
Flame International and its
inspirational leader, Jan Ransom,
for the opportunity to be part of
front line mission and to see the
outworking of our ministry in a
place where the Gospel is the
only way to achieve peace and
reconciliation.
Carey Rivers

•

Strengthened relationships with all chaplaincies

•

New connections with individuals and organisations

•

Suff icient funds to complete planned projects

•

Suff icient funds to meet NMBS’s running costs

RAF Air Cadet Chaplains are delighted with the
Cadet’s Prayer Book. The New Testaments are
eagerly accepted when given to cadets (often when
they are enrolled) and cadets are particularly
fond of the camouflage covers! These two NMBS
products are key items in the chaplain’s kit.

•

Inspiration for new projects and mission f ields

Rev James Pitkin - Head ATC Chaplain
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I

BIKERS 4 BIBLES

A

ndy Dakin and Carey
Rivers, are raising funds
for direct missionary work
and recently completed the
London to Brighton cycle ride.
They can still be sponsored at:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/
vxwfz-london-to-brightoncycle-ride

»Maritime Update
SUPPORTING SEAFARERS & FISHERMEN
Being a member of ICMA
connects NMBS to 28
other seafaring orientated
organisations that cover 400
seafarers’ centres and 900
chaplains and ship visitors in
approximately 125 countries.

NMBS has a long history of
supporting the seafarer and
to bolster its ability to connect
with this community, NMBS
has joined the International
Christian Maritime Association
(ICMA).
ICMA is a group of Christian
not-for-profit organisations
working for the welfare of
seafarers around the world.

ICMA is called to promote
unity, peace and tolerance
and it works ecumenically,
showing unconditional love
to all seafarers regardless of
nationality, religion, culture,
gender or ethnic origin.
NMBS is committed to
providing support to the 1.7
million seafarers around the
world through the charities it
is connected with. Over the
years, NMBS has produced a

high volume and wide variety
of literature designed to
support the spiritual welfare
of seafarers. This year is
no exception, with several
new projects in the pipeline
(check-out some examples
of seafaring initiatives in the
separate ‘gifting’ insert page).
NMBS has identified many
new opportunities and moving
forward we will ensure that
the resources produced
are relevant to the different
seafaring communities we
serve. Something that suits a
fisherman may not have the
same resonance with the crew
of a cruise ship.
Andy Dakin

»Raleigh Report
REV. ANDREW ALLCOCK

T

he pocket New Testament
and Psalms (Naval and
Submariner editions) as
supplied by the NMBS are a
significant part of the ministry
of the Chaplaincy here at HMS
RALEIGH where we provide
“phase 1” training for all nonofficer entrants into the Royal
Navy. In the first instance it
must be understood that,
although the majority of
recruits express a Christian
religious affinity on arrival, for
a similar proportion or greater
their first regular or structured
encounter with church or faith

is during their first ten weeks
of naval training. While we
are mindful of the expressed
faith or non-faith professions
of the recruits, we are
also keen to present the
Christian faith as relevant and
imminent versus superstition
or of historical significance
only, and take opportunities
in worship to expound the
continuing relevance of the
incarnation and resurrection
and work of the Holy Spirit.
Following their passing out
from “phase 1” training the
new Able ratings continue
into their professional branch
training either here or in
the other “phase 2” training
establishments at HMS

COLLINGWOOD or SULTAN.
It is at this point we gift each
recruit with a copy of the
Scriptures directing them to
the help (as detailed inside
the back cover among other
places) available to them
as their life now undergoes
another significant change.
We cannot speak for how
each copy is received but we
can celebrate that almost
none are refused. This is an
emotional period of upheaval
in their naval career and
we offer the scripture as
something lasting within this
time of change and forward
into their naval career.
Rev. Andrew Allcock
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Six unbelievably good
reasons to read your Bible
Why you should pick up your Bible today.
Adapted from an article written by Nellie Owens (activechristianity.org)

There is a tremendous power available to us in God’s Word. Do you make use
of this power in your life? Do you read the Bible – God’s Word?
Here are 6 reasons you should pick up your Bible today.

It contains God’s
will for our lives
“What is God’s will for my
life?” There is no Bible
verse that explicitly tells
us what profession to pursue,
where to live or whom to marry. But, nonetheless, the Bible’s exhortations, guidelines,
commandments and encouragement give us very
concrete and infallible
insight into God’s will
for us in every aspect
of life.

It instructs
us in
righteousness
The Bible contains
all the instruction
that we need to come to a life
of true purity and righteousness. It teaches us how we
can follow Christ in truth. It
contains words and examples
from heroes of faith, prophets,
apostles, Jesus Christ and God
Himself!

It is our
nourishment
If we want to gain
life and nourishment
for our spirit, it is
essential that we spend time
with God’s Word. God’s Word
is a source of life! It contains
infinite help and wisdom. And,
when it is read and obeyed in
a spirit of faith, it leads us to
unimaginable spiritual growth.
“The words that I speak to you
are spirit, and
they are life.”
John 6:63.

It contains
power to
overcome
Do you also have a
counter-attack for
every temptation that you face
in life? Do you fill yourself with
God’s Holy Word? The Bible,
God’s Word, is a weapon. It is
a sword that gives us power
and authority to overcome in
the midst of temptation. Why
not pick up this
sword today?

It gives us
discernment
The author of
Hebrews writes,
“For the Word of
God is living and powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing
even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and
marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents
of the heart.”
Hebrews 4:12.

It is full
of God’s
promises
There are an
almost infinite
number of promises made
to those who live according
to God’s will. Are you living
life interested in these
precious promises? Do you
want to see what God does,
and will do, for those who
live according to His will?
Then, by all means, pick up
your Bible!

»Giving

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT OUR WORK
Join the 1779 Club
NMBS has instigated the ‘1779 Club’, which
marks the 240 years since George Cussons
and John Davis founded the Society. The Club
acknowledges NMBS supporters that invest in
the spiritual well-being of those that receive
Bibles and other Christian resources. To be a
member requires a commitment to donate
regularly, or an annual gift of £100 (or more).
On occasion members will receive gifts from us.

Make a one-off gift
Please make cheques payable to
Naval & Military Bible Society
BACS transfers can be made to Naval &
Military Bible Society
A/C Number: 50445614 Sort Code: 20-69-40
Please accept
my gift of

£

»Project Pipeline

A FEW EXAMPLES OF WORK NEEDING FUNDING
Seafarer’s English Bible
Following on from previous
editions of the popular
seafarers Bible, the latest
edition features updated
help, synopsis and study
sections. Also, they will be
printed in a larger format
and font size than to aid
readability.

Account Name
Name, Address & Postcode of
Bank / Building Society

Inner Struggles RN Edition
Boost your giving with
Gift Aid
By signing a Gift Aid declaration you can
boost your donation by 25p for every £1
you donate.

Account Number

PLEASE TREAT THIS AND ALL FUTURE
DONATIONS TO NMBS AS GIFT AID
DONATIONS. I AM A UK *TAXPAYER.

Sort Code
Signed:

Date:

Challenges of Change

Please pay to Barclays Bank
Account Number 50445614 Sort Code 20-69-40
The sum of £10 20 50 100 Other
Amount in words
Commencing from

___ / ___ / 20__

Repeated: Monthly / Quarterly / Yearly
(Delete as Appropriate)
Signed:

Date:

This book was originally
produced for prison
chaplains by BeaconLight,
an NMBS partner. NMBS
has already adapted it for
the military and seafaring
environment. This project
is in response to a request
from HMS Raleigh for 2,500
copies to provide a resource
specifically for their trainees.

I want all donations I’ve made to you in the
past four years and all donations in future
to be treated as Gift Aid donations until I
notify you otherwise. I am a UK taxpayer
and understand that if I pay less Income Tax
and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount
of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in
that tax year it is my responsibility to pay
any difference.

Thank you for your support!
Naval & Military Bible Society - Charity Number 1102593 Company Number 05021052

Working on the basic
premise of ‘coping with
change’ in the Combating
Change booklet, this new
initiative looks to provide
a resource that aims to
address the issues facing
service personnel as they
transition to civilian life.
NMBS is keen to support all
mental welfare issues.

Seafarer’s Diglot NTPs
In addition to the English
full Bible, we are producing
a suite of dual-language
New Testament and Psalms.
Initially, five languages
will be covered: Tagalog,
Indonesian, Hindi, Mandarin
and Russian. Printing in
these languages enables
us to reach out to over 1.2
million seafarers.

Worldview Booklet
NMBS is keen to produce
resources that assist in
building the Spiritual
Resilience of personnel in
all the domains where it
operates. This project aims
to introduce the concept
of ‘worldview’ to the Cadet
population in an accessible
and engaging manner.

2nd Tranche of
Pocket NTPs for 2019
NMBS produces at least
2 tranches of pocket New
Testaments and Psalms
each year. Whilst we are
managing to fulfil the
basic requirements for
the UK, there are many
more opportunities within
the UK and globally. Extra
funds are always welcome!
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